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Wireless Galvanic Skin Response  
GSR (equivalent) Communications with Plants 

New non-contact technology increases knowledge pioneered by Cleve Backster 
Cleve Backster's discoveries inspire us. His book Primary Perception 2003, and more, describes 
foundations of our interests within this article 

A book by Peter Tompkins and Christopher Bird The Secret Life Of Plants 1973  highlights work by 
Cleve Backster.  

Experiments to continue...  

YOUR suggestions for experiments are sought Please email us... 

To navigate, scroll or click to the next item, or go back using the browser's back arrow. Click here to 
go to the Contents list ᵽ 

 

The instrument's aerials are close to a geranium cutting. Two insulated sensor pads are alongside 
the cutting's stem. A third pad is in the soil. The thin dark wire is from the optional external mains 
power connection. The many knobs are to fit the size and range, of the resonances, to the signal 
processing; because the inventor did not know in advance what these ranges would be.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_perception
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Secret_Life_of_Plants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleve_Backster
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The cart with the plant cutting and the instrument is repeatedly rolled slowly over the strong ley 
line that has been identified by many dowsers. The cable on the ground has no effect on the ley 
line. 

The plant's responses began as a series of strong very obvious deviations from the slightly wobbly 
base-line levels. These intensities dropped progressively to zero during subsequent passes over the 
same place.  

 The little round cardboard cheese-box was supposed to be on the spot where two ley-lines cross. It 
seems to have been knocked out of place. The plant responded when passing over the 
approximately North-South (slightly South-West) line that is parallel to the walls of the house (not 
exactly where the copper cable is). The cable was part of another experiment, to see if it affected 
the ley-line. 

If on their own, these instruments use specific aerials and sensitivity adjustments for Ley lines, 
water and ground fractures. Then they output uniform standing constant indications. Plants 
monotonically reduce their responses. The tree-related levels also reduced relative to the sunset. 

We didn't check whether the plant responded to the East-West line because that cutting (as others) 
weakened its responses monotonically to zero. 

Steven says "plants are like cats". I (David ) couldn't make a plant respond to any energy-type 
transmissions such as mammals respond to, and I didn't know what to do instead. 
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This photo shows 
Hilda's favorite tree. 
It arouses special 
feelings. It did 
respond to Steven's 
communication, 
similar to the plant; 
but although those 
patterns were the 
same, each set took 
longer. Hilda's tree 
only responded to her 
touch, as she does, as 
a caress any time she 
is nearby.  Her tree's 
responses, to Hilda, 
were as fast and as 
strong as the cutting's 
response to the 
energy-line. 
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 We all tried but only Steven got obvious changes on the meter. 
 Noise background changes were the same without a plant being nearby. 
 Noise signals had no variations in their patterns until sunset when connections to 

Hilda's tree showed a monotonic baseline DC decline. 
 Controls were applied for preliminary observations of the instrument; more often 

and longer than practical for plant responses. 
  






































